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the Greek seas, and as the Homeric poems assert,
trafficked with the Aegeans and stole them to be sold
as slaves in Sidon and Tyre.
The Homeric Poems
At this time numerous lays of the Achaians and
other tribes were sung. They were a mass of floating
literature depicting life in the foregone centuries.
A Ghian poet, called Homeros (popularly Homer)
welded in the ninth century B. c. into a magnificent
whole the lays and poems by earlier poets which des-
cribed the great event of the Achaian colonization
of Aeolis, viz. the siege of the Phrygian city of Troy
by Agamemnon, King of Argos, and the great quarrel
between him and his ally Achilleus, King of the Thes-
salian Myrmidones. The great epict was the famous
Illiad. Probably the invaders came from Argos in
Thessaly and were the natural enemies of Troy rather
than from Argos in the Peloponnese although there
was nothing to impede the poets from appropriating
the glories of Mycenae near Argos in the Peloponnese
by making the chief of the latter the leader of all the
Greek forces arrayed against the Trojans.
The world of the great epic is that of Greece of a
few centuries prior to the tenth. Anachronistic inci-
dents are not wanting in the Illiad but the general
life depicted in the poem belonged to the epoch bet-
ween the 13th and 10th centuries. Homer lived
perhaps in the ninth century B. c. but he concentrat-
ed on an older society and the earliest events of his
narration may very well visualize the conditions im-
mediately following the migration. This is to say that
the Homeric culture is the culture of the Achaians
of the twelfth or eleventh century B. c. when bronze is
the usual metal although iron is not unknown and is
occasionally used. Both the Illiad and the older parts
of the Odyssey show that the classical Greece had not
dawned as yet although its foundations were being laid.